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This agonizing story of grief and loss is the White's account of the murder of their only son, Steve. It

is also an inspiring account of God's mercy, tenderness, and persistence as He continues to lead

the Whites and their family toward hope and healing
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"Widow describes the loss of a spouse; orphan defines the loss of mother and father; but when

bereaved parents need to tell of their suffering, no single word carries the painful message."This is

the first book I have read, that describes the personal deep grief I personally gone through in these

last 10 months after the loss of our 16 year old son, Matthew. Harsh Grief Gentle Hope by Mary A.

White, is her personal story of the murder of her adult, married son, while driving a taxi. Though our

son died in a self-inflicted accident, the shock and horror we initially went through, was very

similar.Mary shares their journey through letting family and friends know, the shock again of an

autopsy having to be done, and the mind-thoughts of thinking of that happening. She shares the

blur of making the funeral and cemetary arrangements, and the overwhelmingness of family and

friends continually surrounding them and how much this upheld them. This too, is a bittersweet

memory for us.What really touched me in her sharing, was the responses she received in her heart

from God. This was one that did especially, at the burial of their son:Dear God, I can't leave him

here. I can't abandon him like this. He shouldn't have to stay here alone. It's so cold and lonely

here. He's all by himself. Everyone is leaving. I can't leave him alone.'My dear, he isn't alone, he's



with Me. He's not here. He's happier than you could ever imagine. He is not lonely.
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